


Tarratas ar Chuéirt ar an Uachtardn 6 Muhammad Ali (Cassius Glay)

1. Le linn do Muhammad Ali a bheith anseo le haghaidh coimhlint
dorndlafochta le déanaf, ddirt an Teachta 6 Conchubhair, (Ciarrai
Theas) leis an Rinaf{ Pearsanta ar an teileafén gur mhian le
tionscndir{ ne hécdide a mbeidh A1l ('Blue') Lewis ag dornflajiocht
leie go bhfaighfeadh Muhammad Ali deis ocuairt a thabhairt ar an
Uachtardn. Mhol mé don Rénaf Pearsanta a ré4 leo nérbh fhéidir

a shocri.

Cé& go bhfuil dea-chuspéir leis an talspedntas i bPéirc an
Chrécaigh, .1. cabhair airgid a sholdthar do chés leanaf s bhfuil
ceataf mesbhrach orthu, n{ shflim gur chéir fear bladhmannach
mar Ali e bheith ag teacht chun an Uachtaréin go hédirithe tar
&is a nddirt sé faoina chuairt agus go héirithe a chuairt ar
an Taoiseach (cf sleachta as na péipéir nuachta faoi dhétaf
12/7/'72 agus 13/7/'72 leis seo).

2. Cdple 14 ina dhiaidh sin bhlaocigh an Teachta Clinton,

Co. Ath Clieth, ag iarraidh an rud céanna ach dGirt an Rinef
Pearsanta leis "that an tUachtardn would be unable to receive
Mr. Ali within the dates on which the latter would be in Ireland
and on which it is understood he would be available".

3 N{ dheachthas nfos faide leis an scéal, ach mé bhiomn
Muhammad Ali ag iarraidh coinne aris, nfor mhér a bheith cdramach
faol ghéilleadh d6.
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1. When Muhammad Ali was here during the recent boxing match the TD O’Connor
(Kerry South) said to the Personal Secretary on the phone that the organizers of the event,
when Al “Blue” Lewis will box against Muhammad Ali, that Muhammad Ali would like
to pay a visit to the President. I suggested to the private secretary that this could not be
organized.

Even though the event at Croke Park is being held for a good cause, to raise money for
children with mental health problems, I don’t think that a bombastic man like Ali should
be brought before the President, especially after what he said about this visit and his visit
to the Taoiseach (see newspaper articles from 12/7/ 1972 and 13/7/1972 enclosed).

2. A few days later TD Clinton of County Dublin tried to do the same thing but the
private secretary told him that “An tUachtaran (The President) would be unable to
receive Mr. Ali within the dates on which the latter would be in Ireland, and on which it
is understood he would be available”.

3. I did not pursue the matter any further but if Muhammad Ali ever wants an
invitation again, we should be careful in giving in to him.



